Subject Selection Guide
Years 7 and 8

Updated August 2022

Message from The Assistant Principal - Curriculum

At Southern Cross Catholic College, we aim to provide students with a multitude of
experiences to develop the whole person. Our educational context affords us the
opportunity to engage our young men and women with experiences both inside and
outside the classroom walls. An education at Southern Cross is diverse by nature, seeking
to enhance the learning and development of each individual throughout their journey
with the college.
The Subject Selection Guide is designed to assist you in understanding the progression
through Years 7 and 8. The Junior Phase of Learning provides an opportunity for students
to explore and develop skills in many diverse and wide-ranging fields of study. Southern
Cross Catholic College endeavours to offer a wide range of subjects, in order to cater for
the individual needs of students enrolled at the College.
The Years 7 and 8 Curriculum consists of compulsory courses in Religious Education,
English, Mathematics, Japanese, Science, Humanities and Social Science as well as Health
and Physical Education. Students also undertake a plethora of subjects throughout the
year on a rotational basis. These subject experiences occur in the curriculum areas of The
Arts and Technologies.
Through undertaking a diverse curriculum program in Years 7 and 8 students experience
a broad and balanced education across all learning areas.
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Vision for Learning
We seek the light … and then we shine
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Pedagogical Framework
At Southern Cross Catholic College, the pedagogical framework translates our Vision for Learning
and our values into everyday practice. It provides a consistent, evidence-based set of guidelines and
strategies to support teachers in delivering high quality learning and teaching. The pedagogical
framework underpins practices, procedures and policies that maximise learning for all students.

The pedagogical framework fosters a strong academic culture by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Setting high expectations of
teachers and students
Embracing a ‘growth mindset’
Focusing on innovative, highquality, and evidence-based
pedagogical practices
Reflecting on our practice within
an improvement culture
Holding the belief that all
students can learn
Celebrating success

The Southern Cross Pedagogical
Framework is underpinned and
informed by sound educational
research relevant to our context:
•
•
•
•
•

Visible Learning (Hattie)
The New Taxonomy of
Educational Objectives (Marzano
& Kendall)
Dimensions of Learning
(Marzano)
The Art and Science of Teaching
(Marzano)
BCE Model of Pedagogy

Our pedagogical framework provides a clear and consistent way to collaboratively build the capacity of
teachers to improve the learning experiences and outcomes of our students.

6|Page

Consistency creates Excellence

Contacts at SCCC
The Assistant Principal – Curriculum is responsible for the subject selection process. If you wish to access
information or advice, please contact administration on (07)3480 3600.
For specific advice about subject areas, please contact the Curriculum Leaders directly. The Pastoral Leader
is also available to assist students in making appropriate choices. Career guidance is readily available from
the Careers and Vocational Education Program Leader. Parents are encouraged to be a part of career
guidance interviews wherever possible.

Campus Contacts
Head of Scarborough Secondary

Janelle Doohan

Deputy Head of Campus – Student Welfare

Aime Culpeper

Assistant Principal – Curriculum

Kate Mellor

Assistant Principal – Religious Education

Vanessa Hall

Pathways Program Leader

Niecia Freeman

Learning and Wellbeing Leader – Senior Years

Tim Clark

Learning and Wellbeing Leader – Junior Years

Garry Woodford

Pastoral Team Leader – Delany

Matt Parkinson

Pastoral Team Leader – Frawley

Dane Stevenson

Pastoral Team Leader – La Salle

Jess Keough

Pastoral Team Leader – MacKillop

Sean Riley

Subject Contacts
English/Languages

Susan Werba

Health & Physical Education

Deana Leo

Humanities and Social Sciences

Kevin O'Dwyer

Mathematics

Anthony Young

Religious Education

Vanessa Hall

Science

Dipo Kolade

Technology

Chris Gaffney

The Arts

Lee Lekkas

Inclusive Education

Lucy Susuve
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Learning Options
Learning Area

Years 7 – 8

Year 9

Year 10

(2 different elective units
are studied each term)

(3 different elective units are
studied each semester)

(3 different elective units are
studied each year)

Religious Education

Religious Education

Religious Education

Religious Education

English

English

English
English Extension

English
English Extension

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics
Mathematical Extension

Science

Science

Science

Science

Health & Physical
Education

Health & Physical
Education

Health & Physical Education –
one semester compulsory

Health & Physical Education
– one semester compulsory

Humanities & Social
Sciences

Economics & Business
(Civics & Citizenship)
Geography
History

Languages

Japanese

Economics & Business
(Civics & Citizenship)
Geography
History – one semester
compulsory
Japanese

Economics & Business
(Civics & Citizenship)
Geography
History – one semester
compulsory
Japanese

The Arts

Drama
Media
Music
Visual Art

Drama
Media
Music
Visual Art

Drama
Music
Visual Art

Technologies

Digital Technologies
Design & Technologies

Digital Technologies
Design & Technologies:
• Engineering Principles &
Systems
• Food & Fibre Production
• Food Specialisations
• Materials & Technologies
Specialisation

Digital Technologies
Design & Technologies:
• Engineering Principles &
Systems
• Food & Fibre Production
• Food Specialisations
• Materials & Technologies
Specialisation
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Choosing your Subjects
This section has been compiled to help students make informed decisions about their course of study for
the Senior Phase of Learning.
The selection process requires students to make a number of key decisions that will be important for their
future. In making choices, you should consider subjects which:
o
o
o
o
o
o

you enjoy
you are good at
reflect your interest, abilities, skill level and academic application
meet the needs or demands of your intended pathway
keep your options open, and
develop your skills, knowledge and attitudes which will be useful throughout your life

Consider your
ability and
interests

Find out about
career pathways

Ask for help

Consider subjects
that interest you

Keep your
options open
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Subject Selection Process
Core Classes
Religious Education
English
Mathematics
Science
Health and Physical Education
Humanities and Social Sciences
Languages – Japanese

Subject Experiences
The Arts
❖
❖
❖
❖

Drama
Media
Music
Visual Arts

Technologies
❖ Digital Technologies
❖ Design Technologies
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Core Classes
The following compulsory subjects will be offered:

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Religious Education
English
Mathematics
Science
Health and Physical Education – one semester
❖ History – one semester

-Page | 12

Religious Education
Course Overview
Throughout each unit, students will engage in a variety of check in tasks and formal assessment pieces,
including research tasks and end of semester exams, to gather evidence on their learning against the Year
Level Achievement Standard.
Students will enhance their knowledge and skills through applying a logical and critical approach to
understanding the influence of religion, with judgments supported through valid and reasoned argument.
They develop critical thinking skills, including those of analysis, reasoning and evaluation, as well as
communication skills that support further study and post-school participation in a wide range of fields.
In Year 7 students focus on the big picture question “How do we live in community”. Through exploration
of sacred texts, core beliefs and rituals of the monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism, and Islam)
students develop their understanding of the place of faith in the lives of believers.
In Year 8 students focus on the big picture question “How can faith be strengthened and challenged in
community?”. Through exploration of sacred texts, core beliefs and rituals of the monotheistic religions
(Christianity, Judaism, and Islam) students develop their understanding of the place of faith in the lives of
believers.

Course Outline
The units studied in Year 7 are:
What does it mean to be community?
Students begin by engaging in key questions to understand the concept of community such as: What is
‘community’. What does being in community look like, sound like? What are the key ideas of this school as a
Catholic community? Through further exploration of Church teaching and basic principles of Christian
morality, such as the Creeds (what we believe as community) and Decalogue (how we act within
community), students begin to connect to the idea of community at SCCC.
Where did our community of faith begin?
In this unit students explore the Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) and look at the
beginnings of faith. Through investigation of key Old Testament and New Testament texts students develop
an understanding of the ways in which communities of believers express and live faith. Students move from
the ancient world through to first century Palestine and the emerging Christian community of the early
centuries CE. Key figures in the early Church, including St Paul and Constantine, are investigated to build an
understanding of where Catholic communities began.
How do we connect in community today?
Catholic Social Teaching is key to an understanding of the contemporary Church and students begin to
explore this idea by focusing on the teachings and actions of Jesus. Students then engage in activities to
develop their understanding of Catholic Social Teaching, and make connections to our SCCC community. As
a year level students research important information about groups in society that support those in need and
lead a fundraising activity for the whole school to raise awareness of challenges in our world today.
How does our community celebrate?
Just as the school year follows a calendar, so does the Church as it celebrates key times in the life of the
community. Students are introduced to the liturgical calendar and important celebrations in the Church. They
focus on the celebration of Eucharist and reflect on the ways in which we as an SCCC community come
together to share faith and reflect on our lives.
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Religious Education (cont ... )
The units studied in Year 8 are:
How can believers begin a journey of faith?
The monotheistic religions are connected through the story of Abraham, but there are distinct differences
among their core beliefs and practices. Initiation rituals in the Monotheistic religions are significant in the faith
journey of believers. Within the Christian Churches there are similarities and differences between the
Sacrament of Baptism that reflect the ecumenism of the modern Church. SCCC.
What voices challenged communities of faith in the past?
Old Testament covenant narratives reflect the unique relationship between God and God’s people. The
actions and messages of some Old Testament prophets challenged people to be faithful to the covenant in
their lives. Scriptural texts show how God’s saving plan for all creation was accomplished through the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
How have faith communities responded to times of challenge and change?
Key events (such as those described in the Acts of the Apostles), individuals, and groups in the life of the
Christian Church reflect the challenge and change that believers have faced. Ideas such as the mystery of
the Trinity, which is a fundamental belief of Christianity, were shaped by the early Christian Church. The
writings and key messages of significant reformers challenged the Church to questions its nature and role in
the world.
How does our community continue the challenge of Jesus’ mission today?
Believers past and present continue the mission of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. The Church is
present and active in the world today. Believers participate in liturgy, which is the official, public worship of
the Church. Prayer, such as the Liturgy of the Hours, is a way in which believers can respond and reflect.
The Church continues to guide believers on emerging issues through such teachings as the cardinal virtues
and Catholic social teaching. ecumenism.

Assessment
Throughout each unit, students will be required to show a research journal compiling of activities they have
completed throughout the term. At the conclusion of each unit they will complete a formal piece of
assessment that is built on these activities. This will take the form of research assignments (in written and
multimodal form).
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English
Course Overview
The English curriculum, based on the Australian Curriculum, is built around the three interrelated strands of
Language, Literature and Literacy. Teaching and learning programs should balance and integrate all three
strands. Together the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening,
reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and processes
developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and strengthen these as needed.
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create
confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that
individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate with and build relationships with others and with the
world around them. The study of English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for
education, training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active
members of society. In this light it is clear that English plays an important part in developing the
understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future.
In Years 7 and 8, students communicate with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and community members
in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar
contexts that relate to the school curriculum, local community, regional and global contexts.
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, interpret, evaluate and
perform a range of spoken, written and multimodal texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as
texts designed to inform and persuade. These include various types of media texts including newspapers,
magazines and digital texts, early adolescent novels, non-fiction, poetry and dramatic performances.
Students develop their understanding of how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose
and audience.
The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian literature, including the oral
narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as well as the contemporary literature of
these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts from and about
Asia.
Literary texts that support and extend students in Years 7 and 8 as independent readers are drawn from a
range of realistic, fantasy, speculative fiction and historical genres and involve some challenging and
unpredictable plot sequences and a range of non-stereotypical characters. These texts explore themes of
interpersonal relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-world and fictional settings and represent a
variety of perspectives. Informative texts present technical and content information from various sources
about specialised topics. Text structures are more complex including chapters, headings and subheadings,
tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features include successive complex sentences with
embedded clauses, unfamiliar technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and information
supported by various types of graphics.
Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts, for example narratives,
procedures, performances, reports and discussions, and are beginning to create literary analyses and
transformations of texts.

Course Outline
Units of work will relate to the following themes: Persuasion –
words to persuade and promote; Narrative Study; Film Study;
Poetry; Media and the Online World; Novel Study.

Assessment
Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive
types of texts in both written and spoken modes, including
narratives, expositions, journals, feature articles, speeches and
monologues.
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Mathematics
Course Overview
Students in Years 7 and 8 build on previous years’ study to become confident, creative users and
communicators of mathematics. The areas of study in the current Australian Curriculum are: Number and
Algebra; Probability and Statistics; Measurement and Geometry.

PSMT Framework

Course Outline
In Year 7, students develop an understanding of number through investigations
with index notation, integers and fractions. This is further developed in Year 8 as
they learn how these can be used to solve problems surrounding percentages
and rates.
The concept of variables for use in algebra is introduced in Year 7, where they
create expressions to represent real-life problems and solve them via
substitution. This is extended in Year 8 where they use variables in linear
equations to model and solve problems.
Students in Year 7 establish the origins of area formulas and use geometric
reasoning to investigate parallel lines and angles where line meet. Year 8
students then put this knowledge into practice, using congruence to identify
triangles and quadrilaterals in problem solving situations.
Probability is studied in both year levels, with an introduction to sample space in
Year 7 that is built upon in Year 8 to construct Venn Diagrams and two-way
tables to solve problems.
Ways of numerically describing data using summary statistics is investigated in
Year 7, then extended in Year 8 when they study sampling techniques and how
outliers and variations in samples can affect these.

Assessment
Year 7 and 8 students complete assessment items to demonstrate their
knowledge and mastery of concepts. These assessment items include written
examinations, which can cover multiple terms work, and Problem Solving and
Modelling Tasks (PSMT) which use a framework for investigating open-ended
questions that prepare students for senior mathematics.

-Page | 16

Science
Course Overview
The science inquiry skills and science as a human endeavour strands are described across a two-year band.
In their planning, schools and teachers refer to the expectations outlined in the achievement standard and
also to the content of the science understanding strand for the relevant year level to ensure that these two
strands are addressed over the two-year period. The three strands of the curriculum are interrelated and
their content is taught in an integrated way. The order and detail in which the content descriptions are
organised into teaching and learning programs are decisions to be made by the teacher.

Course Outline
Over Years 7 to 10, students develop their understanding of microscopic and atomic structures; how systems
at a range of scales are shaped by flows of energy, matter and interactions due to forces, and develop the
ability to quantify changes and relative amounts.
Year 7
Students explore the diversity of life on Earth and continue to develop their understanding of the role of
classification in ordering and organising information. They use and develop models such as food chains,
food webs and the water cycle to represent and analyse the flow of energy and matter through ecosystems
and explore the impact of changing components within these systems. They consider the interaction
between multiple forces when explaining changes in an object’s motion. They explore the notion of
renewable and non-renewable resources and consider how this classification depends on the timescale
considered. They investigate relationships in the Earth-sun-moon system and use models to predict and
explain events. Students make accurate measurements and control variables to analyse relationships
between system components. They explore and explain these relationships through appropriate
representations and consider the role of science in decision making processes.
Year 8
Students are introduced to cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of living
systems. They link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems in terms
of flows of matter between interdependent organs. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at a particle
level, and distinguish between chemical and physical change. They begin to classify different forms of
energy and describe the role of energy in causing change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic
energy in the rock cycle. Students use experimentation to isolate relationships between components in
systems and explain these relationships through increasingly complex representations. They make
predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views while considering other
points of view.

Assessment
Assessment instruments include topic tests, practical reports, investigations, research assignments,
laboratory skills and journal note-taking.
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Health and Physical Education
Course Overview
Four theoretical and practical units will be covered each year. These units will be ten weeks in duration;
however, the content will be delivered and assessed in smaller blocks.

Course Outline
The curriculum expands students’ knowledge, understanding and skills to help them achieve successful
outcomes in classroom, leisure, social, movement and online situations. They learn how to take positive
action to enhance their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. They do this as they examine the
nature of their relationships and other factors that influence people’s beliefs, attitudes, opportunities,
decisions, behaviours and actions. Students demonstrate a range of help-seeking strategies that support
them to access and evaluate health and physical activity information and services.
The curriculum supports students to refine a range of specialised knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to their health, safety, wellbeing, and movement competence and confidence. Students develop
specialised movement skills and understanding in a range of physical activity settings. They analyse how
body control and coordination influence movement composition and performance and learn to transfer
movement skills and concepts to a variety of physical activities. They reflect on and refine personal and
social skills as they participate in a range of physical activities.
Theoretical

Practical

Year 7
My Unique Self

Modified Games

Food and Nutrition

Athletics

Sportsmanship and Gamesmanship

Team Sport

Sun Safety

Aquatics

Year 8
Tobacco and Alcohol

Archery

Anatomy and Health

Ultimate Frisbee

Motor Skills and Skill Acquisition

Oz Tag

Relationships, Stereotypes and Role Models

Rhythmic and expressive movement activities

Assessment
Theoretical work will be assessed through a variety of modes including examinations, multi-modal
presentations and research tasks.
Practical work will be assessed via ongoing observations of participation, group work, progress and skill/
tactical development in simple and complex environments.

-Page | 18

Humanities and Social Sciences
Civics & Citizenship
Course Outline
The content in the civics and citizenship sub-strand provides opportunities for students to develop
understanding about government and democracy, laws and citizenship, diversity and identity. The year
provides a study of Australia’s constitution and how its features shape Australia’s democracy (government
and democracy) and how Australia’s legal system aims to provide justice (laws and citizens). Students
explore diversity within Australian society, how groups express their identities and the role of shared values
in promoting social cohesion (citizenship, diversity and identity).
Assessment
A combination of stimulus response tests, research tasks and multimodal presentations.

Geography
Course Outline
The content in the geography sub-strand provides opportunities to develop students’ understanding of place,
space, environment, interconnection, sustainability and change. The curriculum in Year 7 focuses on
understandings about water as a natural resource and the liveability of places. Students investigate the
nature of water as a natural resource and its flows through environments on different continents
(environment, interconnections, place). Students examine how water is used and managed (sustainability),
the causes and effects of phenomena such as scarcity and hazards (environment, change), and how diverse
groups value water, (place, interconnection). Students also explore the liveability of places (place, space,
environment, change) in relation to diverse people and places, familiar and distant (place, interconnection,
environment). Students examine influences on the liveability of places (environment, interconnection, place)
and strategies that enhance liveability, especially for young people (space, interconnection, sustainability,
change).
Assessment
A combination of stimulus response tests, research tasks and multimodal presentations.

Economics & Business
Course Outline
The content in the Economics and Business sub-strand develops key ideas, with a focus on developing an
understanding of the relationship between consumers, producers and businesses. Students explore how
consumers and producers interact in the market (business environment) and how consumers and
businesses plan in personal, organisational and financial ways (resource allocation and making choices,
consumer and financial literacy) to realise objectives. Students explore the world of work and income, and
examine the relationship between entrepreneurial behaviour and successful business (business
environment, work and work futures).
Assessment
A combination of stimulus response tests, research tasks and
multimodal presentations.

History
Course Outline
The content in the history sub-strand provides opportunities for
students to develop historical understanding through key
concepts including evidence, continuity and change, cause and
effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability.
Students are introduced to an expansive chronology since
ancient times to understand broad patterns of historical change
(continuity and change, cause and effect). Students apply these
understandings in a series of depth studies of ancient societies
of the East and West, exploring how these societies are investigated (evidence, contestability) and what
investigations show of their contribution to modern social, political and economic systems (significance,
perspectives, empathy.
Assessment
A combination of stimulus response tests, research tasks and multimodal presentations.
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Languages – Japanese
Course Overview
The Japanese program aims to assist students in gaining communicative proficiency and an understanding of
other cultures and peoples. The main emphasis is on communication using functional language. The four skills
of speaking, listening, reading and writing are integrated throughout the program and receive equal weighting
in assessment. The study of Japanese at all levels makes it possible to view culture within its own terms of
reference and to approach life’s tasks with an insight gained from another language and culture.

Course Outline
The course aims to expand students' knowledge of vocabulary and more advanced grammatical patterns. The
topics studied include Hobbies, Days and Dates and Daily Activities. By the end of the year, students will have
a working knowledge of the hiragana and katakana scripts and will be gradually introduced to some simple
kanji. Cultural information will be integrated into each term also.
Students will use Obento Deluxe as the set text and each student will require their own copy of the Obento
Deluxe Workbook to complete class activities. Students’ learning is also enhanced using technology such
as individual iPads with Japanese applications and an online learning environment allowing students
unprecedented freedom and flexibility to learn at their own pace both in class and at home.

Assessment
Students are assessed on all four macro skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing during each
semester.
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Subject Experiences
All students within the Junior Years of Secondary School (Years 7 and 8) will
undertake study in these subject areas. This provides students with a breadth
of experience across all curriculum areas prior to making more specialised
choices in Year 9 and subsequent years. Term rotations cover the subjects
below:

The Arts
❖
❖
❖
❖

Drama
Media
Music
Visual Art

Technologies
❖ Digital Technologies
❖ Design Technologies
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Drama
Course Overview
Children are excited by exploring their imagination. Drama encourages a safe space to take risks in storytelling
through role play and creating dramatic action. Drama is the expression and exploration of personal, cultural
and social worlds through role and situation that entertains and challenges. Like all art forms, it has the capacity
to engage, inspire and enrich all students, excite the imagination and encourage students to reach their
creative and expressive potential.
Drama enables students to imagine and participate in exploration of their worlds, individually and
collaboratively. Students in Drama class actively use body, gesture, movement, voice and language, taking on
roles to explore and depict real and imagined worlds. They create, perform and respond using the elements
and conventions of drama and the emerging and existing technologies available to them. They learn to think,
move, speak and act with confidence. They develop skills to become focused, innovative and resourceful,
learning to collaborate and take on responsibilities for drama presentations.
In Year 7 Drama, students develop roles and characters consistent with situation, dramatic forms and
performance styles to convey status, relationships and intentions. In Year 8 Drama, students develop a sense
of inquiry and empathy by exploring the diversity of drama in the contemporary world and in other times,
traditions, places and cultures. This is completed in a 13-week class cycle, whereby students will create, plan,
structure and rehearse drama, exploring ways to communicate and refine dramatic meaning for theatrical
effect.

Course Outline
Students identify and analyse how the elements of drama are used, combined and manipulated in different
styles. They apply this knowledge in drama when they devise and perform. They evaluate how they, and others
from different cultures, times and places, communicate meaning and intent through drama.
Working in pairs or groups students collaborate to devise, interpret and perform improvised drama. They
manipulate the elements of drama, narrative and structure to control and communicate meaning. They develop
and refine expressive skills in voice and movement to communicate ideas and dramatic action in different
performance styles and conventions. They combine the elements of drama, in devised and scripted drama, to
explore and develop a range of issues, ideas and themes.

The unit of work studied in Year 7 is:
Improvisation
Presenting – performance; group practical
Responding – individual/written

The unit of work studied in Year 8 are:
Children’s Theatre
Forming – improvisation, creation;
group/practical
Presenting – scripted performance;
group/practical
Responding – individual/written

Assessment
Assessment is completed individually or in groups however, students are always marked individually. Students
complete Forming, Responding and Performing tasks.
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Media
Course Overview
Media Arts enables students to build on their understanding of structure, intent, character, settings, points of
view and genre conventions in media artworks. They do this by exploring the conventions used by media
artists and examining the way different audiences engage with and share media artworks. This exploration
asks students to consider social, cultural and historical influences and representations in media arts and
evaluate how established behaviours or conventions influence the media artworks they engage with and
make. As Media Arts is a technology driven subject, students must learn to maintain safety in the use of
technologies and when interacting with others. They must develop ethical practices and consider regulatory
issues when using technology including the use of images and works of others.
During the term of study, students experiment with the organisation of ideas to structure stories through
media conventions and genres. They learn to create points of view in images, sounds and text. This is done
through developing and refining student media production skills to shape the technical and symbolic
elements of images, sounds and text for a specific purpose and meaning. In this learning process, students
are taught to plan, structure and design media artworks that engage audiences.

Course Outline
In Years 7 and 8 Media Arts, students identify and analyse how representations of social values and points
of view are portrayed in the media artworks they make, distribute and view. They evaluate how they and
other makers and users of media artworks from different cultures, times and places use genre and media
conventions and technical and symbolic elements to make meaning. They identify and analyse the social
and ethical responsibility of the makers and users of media artworks. They collaborate with others in design
and production processes, and control equipment and technologies to achieve their intentions.

Making

Responding
Year 7

Creation of a brand folio and print
advertisement that respond to a social
issue in the Redcliffe community

Short response justification of media conventions
used in print advertisement, and a short response
analysis of a media text
Year 8

Creation of posters that represent the
differences in film genres

Short response exam that explores a student’s
knowledge of film genres and film posters

Assessment
Students will be assessed individually according to the Making and Responding criteria.
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Music
Course Overview
Music is uniquely an aural art form. The essential nature of music is abstract. Music encompasses existing
sounds that are selected and shaped, new sounds created by composers and performers, and the
placement of sounds in time and space. Composers, performers and listeners perceive and define these
sounds as music.
Music exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression of human experience. Students’ active
participation in Music fosters understanding of other times, places, cultures and contexts. Through
continuous and sequential music learning, students listen to, compose and perform with increasing depth
and complexity. Through performing, composing and listening with intent to music, students have access to
knowledge, skills and understanding which can be gained in no other way. Learning in Music is aurally based
and can be understood without any recourse to notation. Learning to read and write music in traditional and
graphic forms enables students to access a wide range of music as independent learners.
Music has the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, excite the imagination and encourage
students to reach their creative and expressive potential. Skills and techniques developed through
participation in music learning allow students to manipulate, express and share sound as listeners,
composers and performers. Music learning has a significant impact on the cognitive, affective, motor, social
and personal competencies of students.
As independent learners, students integrate listening, performing and composing activities. These activities,
developed sequentially, enhance their capacity to perceive and understand music. As students progress
through the study of Music, they learn to value and appreciate the power of music to transform the heart,
soul, mind and spirit of the individual. In this way, students develop an aesthetic appreciation and enjoyment
of music.

Course Outline
Students identify and analyse how the elements of music are used in different styles and apply this
knowledge in their performances and compositions. They evaluate musical choices they and others from
different cultures, times and places make to communicate meaning as performers and composers.
Students manipulate the elements of music and stylistic conventions to compose music. They interpret,
rehearse and perform songs and instrumental pieces in unison and in parts, demonstrating technical
and expressive skills. They use aural skills, music terminology and symbols to recognise, memorise and
notate features, such as melodic patterns in music they perform and compose.
Depending upon the cohort and cohort skills, units of study could focus on:

Year 7

Year 8

Australian Music

Dance Music

Popular Music

World Music

Folk Music

Popular Music

Assessment
Students identify and analyse how the elements of music are used in different styles and apply this
knowledge in their performances and compositions
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Visual Arts
Course Overview
Visual Arts includes the fields of art, craft and design. Learning in and through these fields, students create
visual representations that communicate, challenge and express their own and others’ ideas as artist and
audience. They learn about the role of the artist, craftsperson and designer, their contribution to society, and
the significance of the creative industries. Similarly with the other art forms, the visual arts have the capacity
to engage, inspire and enrich the lives of students, encouraging them to reach their creative and intellectual
potential by igniting informed, imaginative and innovative thinking.
Learning in Visual Arts involves students making and responding to artworks, drawing on the world as a
source of ideas. Through Visual Arts, students learn to reflect critically on their own experiences and
responses to the work of artists, craftspeople and designers and to develop their own arts knowledge and
preferences. They learn with growing sophistication to express and communicate experiences through and
about visual arts. Learning in the Visual Arts helps students to develop understanding of world culture and
their responsibilities as global citizens.

Course Outline
Responding involves students responding to artworks and being audience members as they view,
manipulate, reflect on, analyse, enjoy, appreciate and evaluate their own and others’ visual artworks.
Students will identify and analyse how other artists use visual conventions and viewpoints to communicate
ideas and apply this knowledge in their art making. They will explain the meaning of artworks and evaluate
how they and others are influenced by artworks from different cultures, times and places. Through this,
students will learn about the perspectives of others about the world and global issues.
Making involves students making representations of their ideas and intended meanings in different forms.
Students select the visual effects they want to create through problem-solving and making decisions. They
develop knowledge, understanding and skills as they learn, apply and manipulate techniques and processes
using materials in a variety of media areas. Students will plan their art making in response to techniques and
processes. They will demonstrate use of visual conventions, techniques and processes to communicate
meaning in their artworks.
Depending upon the cohort and cohort skills, units of study could focus on:

Year 7

Year 8

Making
A unit focused on the Elements of Art and
foundation skills, a drawing and painting folio
exploring various materials and techniques, and/or a
ceramic unit

Making
Drawing, painting and printmaking folios that
explore various materials, techniques and
processes related to representing still life and other
art movements

Responding
Analytical response to an artwork and artistic
movement

Responding
Analytical response to an artwork and artistic
movement

Assessment
Students will be assessed individually via an investigation (Responding, written task), and a project (Making,
practical task). They are assessed according to Making and Responding criteria.
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Technologies
Overview
Technologies ensures that all students benefit from learning about and working with traditional,
contemporary and emerging technologies that shape the world in which we live. By applying their
knowledge and practical skills and processes when using technologies and other resources to create
innovative solutions, independently and collaboratively, they develop knowledge, understanding and skills
to respond creatively to current and future needs. Technologies describes two distinct but related subjects:

Digital Technologies
Course Outline
Students use computational thinking and information systems to define,
design and implement digital solutions. Digital Technologies empowers
students to shape change by influencing how contemporary and emerging
information systems and practices are applied to meet current and future
needs. A deep knowledge and understanding of information systems
enables students to be creative and discerning decisionmakers when they
select, use and manage data, information, processes and digital systems to
meet needs and shape preferred futures.
Assessment
Students will be assessed via folios and projects

Design Technologies
Course Outline
Students use design thinking and technologies to generate and produce designed solutions for authentic
needs and opportunities. Design Technologies actively engages students in creating quality designed
solutions for identified needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. Students manage
projects independently and collaboratively from conception to realisation. They apply design and systems
thinking and design process to investigate ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate
innovative designed solutions.
The areas that are covered in Design are:
•
Design
•
Food and Fibre Production
•
Engineering
Assessment
Individual components of this subject are offered as elective subjects in Years 9 and 10.
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